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The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M st N.W.,Room 814
Washington, DC 20554
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Dear Mr. Hundt,
As the president of the Board of Trustees of the San Pasqual
Valley Unified School District in Winterhaven, CA, I am
requesting on behalf of our school district that you take
steps to strengthen the guidelines for enforcement of the
Children's Television Act of 1990, to provide more
educational and informational programs for children.

Many television stations have not tried, in good faith, to
provide educational and informational programs especially
for children. To meet the new FCC requirements, they have
come up with descriptions of programs they already have on
the air to justify them as educational. Sometimes they have
shown educational programs at times when children are not
watching, such as 5:30 or 6:00 a.m.

A few excellent programs have been developed as a result of
the Children's Educational Act. With clearer gUidelines,
more quality programs should be produced. Television is a
sales medium, and many children's programs are designed to
sell toys, food and other products. Educational needs are
not a priority when programs are developed.

Our children need special consideration. They are our
country's future. The FCC must stand up for children and
establish guidelines for a clearer definition of edcational
programs, and require that these programs be shown at times
when children are most likely to be watching.

Television is a powerful influence. Children's programming
should and needs to be targeted at their age level.

Our schools are underfunded and troubled. Many children are
not prepared for school. Functional illiteracy and dropouts
are serious problems.

Therefore I am requesting that you do your utmost to guide
the television industry in the proper direction.

Respectfully,

:::;)tu.- .J,a.e-:"t-P~

150e Spencer
1292 W. Whitmore Rd.
Winterhaven, CA 92283
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Glenna V. Garoutte
1893 Brentwood Lane
Wheaton, IL 60187
September 5, 1994
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The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:
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As a home visitor of Lifelink Head Start I am writing
to urge you to defend the best interests of our nation's
children by strengthening the guidelines for the Children's
Television Act.

Millions of American children grow up facing constant
crises such as hunger, poverty, family problems and
violence -- leaving them ill-prepared to learn in school.
Millions more are educated in underfunded and troubled
school systems. The number of school drop-outs and
illiterate high school graduates increases dramatically
each year. These trends imperil our nation's health,
security and future.

Television has an unparalleled influence in the lives of
all Americans and can play an unprecedented role in
nourishing the minds of our nation's children. Today
children have better access to sensationalistic talk shows,
violent cartoons, and adult sitcoms than they do to
programming designed to enrich their minds. This must
change.

The market forces, which govern how shows are developed
and aired, are biased against educational programming for
children. We cannot leave the educational needs of our
nation's children in the unseen hands of market forces.
Inaction has already led to the dominance of shows
cynically designed to serve as marketing vehicles for toys,
candy and other products.

The FCC must stand up for children. The FCC must provide
broadcasters with a clearer definition of "educational"
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programming and make sure that television stations air at
least one hour a day of these shows between 7 a.m.-10 p.m.
in regularly scheduled time slots. America's children are
counting on you.

Sincerely,
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7 September 1994

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street., N. W., Room 814
Washington D. C. 20554
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Dear Chairman Hundt:

The National Association for Family and Community Education is working
to improve Programming for children and as a member I would like to show
my support for strengthening the guidlines for enforcing the Children's
TV Act of 1990.

I-believe the TV programs are entirely too violemt. Although some try
to teach valaes they are still much too violent. (example - BATMAN)
Others show too much fighting. (example - POWER RANGERS).

My conact with 9-10 year olds say they know "it is just a TV show',
but are these shows capable of encouraging violent and reclusive behavior
in children?

Shows such as "BARNEY" and "SESAME STREET" seem ok for children under
the age of 6.

Persons I have contacted agree there are too many cartoons, etc.,
masquerading as children's programs and that the only purpose is obtaining
the consumer dollar.

I believe the F.C.C. can improve guidelines for quality children's
programs and the sales media can still profit.

Thank you.

Doroth M. Sheets
3643 N. 56th Avenue
Phoenix, Arizona 85031-2513
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September 8, 1994

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554
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Dear Sir:

It is a great disappointment and outrage to me that the
wonderful potential of television for good is being squandered
to such a large degree for all viewers, but especially for
children. I am very concerned that children are offered
largely a menu of violence, inanities, sometimes filth.

power and the responsibility to
I therefore ask that you put teeth

the Chi1dren's Television Act of

Insisting that more TV time be given to educational
and morally healthy programs for children

2. Seeing to it that those programs are at times when
children would normally be watching

3. Commend and support those programs that meet that
standard

4. Discourage or ban those programs that are designed
primarily to sell a product to children and parents

Your commission has the
improve that situation.
into the enforcement of
1990 by:

1.

Thank you for giving time for my concerns. I trust that your
Commission will weigh grassroots opinions more heavily than
the lobbyists of the vested interests.

Sincerely,

~~
Mrs. Robert Spenn
216 E. Mulberry
Watseka, IL 60970
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The Honorable R.ed Hunt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. street N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Honorable Reed Hunt:
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Rt. 2, Box 865
Erath, LA 70533
September 7, 1994
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I am writing in concern for America's children and what they
are sUbjected to in the time they watch television. My own
children are actively involved in outside activities; therefore,
they do not spend many hours watching television. Yet, there are
many times that I have had to have them change the channel. I am
appalled at what is permitted to air even down to the content of
cartoons.

My request of you is that you act on behalf of our children
to strengthen the guidelines for enforcement of the Children's
Television Act 1990 to provide more educational and informational
programs for children, reduce the violence and negative teach
ings.

Our children are precious, even though there are some who
today are unaware of this. Due to lifestyles today for families,
television is a natural source of entertainment and education.
It is a powerful influence. unfortunately, the influence of
today is a far cry from where we would like for it to be.

There is a tremendous potential for the educational use of
television. An hour a day would be the minimum reasonable amount
of educational programs specially targeted for children.
Children's programming needs to be targeted at their age level.

Unfortunately, many television stations have not tried to
provide educational and informational programs especially for
children. To meet the new FCC requirements, they have come up
with descriptions of programs they already have on the air to
justify them as educational. Sometimes they have shown
educational programs at times when children are not watching such
as 5:30 a.m. or 6:00 a.m.
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I am aware that programming needs to meet needs and inter
ests of all age and ethnic groups; however, I feel Children's
Viewing should be protected during key evening viewing hours at
least until 9:00 p.m.

I trust you will respond and thank you for your leadership.

sincerely,

Q.Juv»'-~
Alice H. Lancon
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